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December is traditionally a time to rejoice, reflect and to take a glance
forward. So, from our house to yours, Merry Christmas and the very best of
New Years!

There is reason for the Gig Harbor Yacht Club to celebrate. Our Club is
doing well. Our social functions have risen to new levels. Our TGIF’s, for
example, have grown in scope and attendance. The latest “Casino Night” was
incredible. Our cruises and special events have people promising to be at whatever
we are doing next.

The physical plant of our club is getting the attention it so desperately
needed. The newly installed ceiling has our building looking “crisper” and up to
the level all of us expect. We are on the verge of installing a new floor and that will only enhance what
we already know to be a great yacht club. Our sprinkler system is being rebuilt. The landscape is
getting the hard work done it deserves. The new deck surface is meeting expectation and is looking good
and holding up. The interior trim of our building is now undergoing a facelift. All of this is possible
only because of the tremendous leadership of the committees that do so much for all of us. For that reason
we can rejoice in what we have accomplished so far this year.

When | reflect on what we have been able to do this year, | get excited about where we are going.
We started an “Art Sail” this year that was bigger, better, and classier than we had hoped (way to go
Louise). The goal is to take the proceeds from this new “annual fund raiser” and apply it to our newly
restructured mortgage. Our monthly payments are lower, but we are committing more dollars to
principal to pay it down as fast as we can. Our goal is to own the building so that we can then
seriously think of “expansion”, “waterfront”, “moorage”, “outstations”... or whatever the
membership has in its’ dreams. That is what our future holds because of the vision we have today. | am
proud to be part of this “dream” and I am proud to be part of the Gig Harbor Yacht Club. Thank you
for your support. Thank you for allowing me a role in shaping our future. Simply,

thank you.

Vaya Con Dios, Dean
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Vice Commodore’s Message

November brings many opportunities to be thankful
for many things. At our November meeting, we had
the honor of recognizing those in our midst who
have served this great Nation in our Army, Navy,
Air Force, Marine Corp and Coast Guard. There
are several versions of the Veteran’s Poem, and I
hope you will let me share this with you...

It is the Veteran, not the preacher, who has given
us freedom of religion.

It is the Veteran, not the reporter, who has given us
freedom of the press.

It is the Veteran, not the poet, who has given us
freedom of speech.

It is the Veteran, not the campus organizer, who
has given us freedom to assemble.

It is the Veteran, not the lawyer, who has given us
the right to a fair trial.

It is the Veteran, not the politician, who has given
us the right to vote.

It is the Veteran, who salutes the Flag, who serves
under the Flag, who is buried by the Flag.

Thanksgiving is now behind us, Christmas is
rushing towards us, and it seems that there is so
much to do and not enough time to get it all done.
But during this season that gives us so many
reasons to pause, reflect, and realize just how
fortunate we truly are, Debbie and | wish all of you
and your families the very best of wishes for joy,
health and prosperity.

We wish you a
Merry
Christmas
And a

Happy New
Year!!!

V/C Steve

Rear Commodore’s Message

Thanksgiving is one of my
favorite holidays. Our
family continues to grow —
16 of us were around the
holiday dinner table plus
three dogs and a cat. Family
is a big part of our lives, and
Shayne and I love the
gatherings with great food,
fun conversations, and
laughter.

Our Yacht Club is like a family. We have great
food, fun conversations, and lots of laughter. We
come together because we enjoy one another’s
company and to support our club. | stopped by the
Yacht Club the other day and saw Dan
McCormick, Bert Beneville, Bob Kimbrough,
Ron Ray, and Dean Dennis standing on ladders
and scaffolding to replace the ceiling tile. Gordon
Robilliard winterized our sprinkler system. Dick
Siler and Carol Virak hosted an outstanding “Las
Vegas” TGIF. Kathy Dennis organized a Ladies
Night Out and Johanna and Dave Omstead were
fleet captains for the Bell Harbor Cruise. John
Mulligan, Dave Behrens, and Shayne provided us
with our first electronic yearbook. And then there
are the unsung workers behind the scenes. Like
our own family, the Gig Harbor Yacht Club is
very special to us. We continue to be humbled by
the dedication and commitment of our
membership.

December is just around the corner. | look forward
to seeing all of you at the Lighted Boat Parade, the
TGIF Christmas Party, and our General Meeting.

Christmas Blessings to all,
Mary
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Upcoming Events

December

Every Thursday Men’s Lunch
11:30-12:30 Contact Kelly
Jardine

kellyjar@comcast.net

Dec 10 — Lighted Boat Parade
deancdennis@msn.com

Dec 14 - General Meeting —
Baked Ham

Dec 15 - WIC - Port Orchard
Margaret Ann Hardwick
joehardwicksr@gmail.com

Dec 16 — Christmas Party, 6-
11 PM

Dec 28 — Take down
Christmas Decorations at
Clubhouse, 6:30-10:00 PM

Dec 29-30 — Decorate for New
Year’s Party

Dec 31 — New Year’s Party,
6:30-1:30AM
deancdennis@msn.com

January

Every Thursday Men’s Lunch
11:30-12:30 Contact Kelly
Jardine

kellyjar@comcast.net

Jan 10 — Pins and Needles,
10 AM-2PM
LBabbitt@centurytel.net

Jan 11 — General Meeting

Jan 13-15 — Dock Street
Cruise
gbabbitt@centurytel.net

Jan 24 — Pins and Needles,
10 AM-2PM
LBabbitt@centurytel.net

Jan 27 - TGIF

February

Every Thursday Men’s Lunch
11:30-12:30 Contact Kelly
Jardine

kellyjar@comcast.net

Feb 3 - Crab Feed
Mary Waterbly
mwaterbly@comcast.net

Feb 8 — General Meeting

Feb 11 — JO Ball
deancdennis@msn.com

Feb 14 - Pins and Needles,
10 AM-2PM
LBabbitt@centurytel.net

Feb 17-19 — Heavy Weather
jamesal0l@centurytel.net

Feb 24 - TGIF

Feb 28 - Pins and Needles,
10 AM-2PM
LBabbitt@centurytel.net

Gig Harbor Yacht Club -
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GHYC Next Regular Meeting
December 14, 2011
Served by Kelly Jardine
$15 per person

6:00 p.m. Social Hour/Bar

7:00 p.m. Dinner

8:00 p.m. General Meeting Our Menu
9:00 p.m. Encore Social Hr/Bar

Baked Ham
Scalloped Potatoes
Vegetable

Green Salad
Bread/Butter
Dessert & Coffee

X X X X X X

Reservations required!
Please call 253-851-1807 (press 1) by Sunday, December 11th

We Have New Members
Meet:

Dave and Tamara Kraft

Dave is a retired Captain from NW/Delta. Tamara still flies
with the same airline. Wouldn’t you know it, they met on a
layover, in Tokyo. Pretty cool. They moved here from
Hawaii, where they sailed a lot.

Dave has a 21 year old daughter, Katie, attending Olympic
College. She spent last year at Sea/Mester, sailing the
Caribbean on the schooner “Ocean Star.” What a gorgeous
vessel.
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Sail Report

LeMans is in the books! And it was a very successful return from last year’s absence (due the city’s
construction project). Maybe “Very Successful” is an understatement as we congratulate club members as
the top two finishers. First Overall (and 1% in Division 2) was Wildflower with Tom Mitchell and his
crew. Second Overall (1* Division 3) was Fandango with Jaime Storkman and crew. Sweet!

- See the related article and complete results written by Ed Josberger and pictures by Sheila Mordue!

Winning Crews were not just found on the water. The race and after race party at the club would never
have happened without a very large group of volunteers. Thanks to all, from race committee to galley to
bar....and more.

There is no rest for this group. New Year’s Eve will have us in the water again for the first of 5 races for
the Frostbite series (in the harbor).

Notice of Race (NOR) has been posted on the GHYC website. Any questions about this series can be
directed to Ed Josberger.  Dates for the 5 races are also on the calendar. The kick-off race on 12/31 will
start with a no-host breakfast (location TBD).

Please help spread the word. Anyone, racers and non-racers too, are welcome to join us for a year end
breakfast. Boats of any size are welcome to race. Come one, come all!

Can you imagine a better way to end the year? Sailors do it on the water!

Erik Carlson, Sail Chair: 2011-2012

LeMans - IT’S BACK! - Ed Josberger

Last year the race was cancelled due to construction of a new sewer line down the middle of the
harbor. This year everything is back to normal, including with the traditional at anchor start, the jam up at
the mouth of the harbor and the great winds. More than 20 boats showed up to race to Olalla and back. At
the 10:30 start, the winds in the harbor were light and even the smallest anchor held as crews anxiously sat
below decks for their start.

In the harbor, the fleet sailed a close reach almost to the mouth where a few tacks were needed to
get through. In the resulting traffic jam, two of the bigger boats suffered a collision, but continued to sail
the race. Once out of the harbor the fleet found a building southerly of 15 knots or more in Colvos Pass.
Wildflower reported wind speeds of 22 knots with gusts to28 knots. Spinnakers were set and crews hung
on as boats accelerated for a quick 6.5 mile run to Olalla. The big boats water-lined ahead of the smaller
boats although the latter were having their share of the fun, too. In the Thunderbird Fleet, the fun - meter
surged past 8 knots. Four Cal 20’s, part of the TYC sailing program, showed up and sailed a great race in
challenging conditions.

In less than an hour most boats had rounded the mark and had settled in on the beat back.
Fortunately a slight westerly tilt to the wind that remained below heroic levels provided for a quick beat
back to the harbor. As usual the final leg in the harbor was a race unto itself, and provided some tense
moments as the time differential between many boats was 30 seconds or less. Indeed, Fandango, a
Thunderbird was only 28 seconds behind the overall winner, Wildflower. Complete standings are below
and all of the details can be found at: http://www.gigharboryc.com/fleet/sailfleet.html

An extensive set of terrific pictures from the race can be found at:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ghyc/sets/72157628000066723/show/. Thanks go out to Sheila Mordue.
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We Have a Huge Sail Season Planned

First is Frostbite
These are the 5 dates for the GHYC Frostbite Series.

Saturday Dec 31, FROSTBITE #1 - ideais to plan to start with

a breakfast / brunch

Saturday, January 14 FROSTBITE #2
Saturday, January 21, FROSTBITE #3
Saturday, February 4, FROSTBITE #4
Sunday, February 19, FROSTBITE #5

Then the Islands Race

Islands - March 17th. St. Patrick’'s Day. ALL BOATS
MUST WEAR GREEN 8

And Don’t Forget the May Evening Séries
May Evening Series - May 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31
""Everyone is Welcome™ Thursday evening fun races - Every
Thursday June through September

Then mark your calendar for

Jack & Jill is the weekend of September 15/ 16
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RBAW Report

From Paul Thorpe

The following are notes from RBAW’s annual meeting, November 19, 2011.

Kaleen Cottingham, Director of the Recreation and Conservation Office in Olympia reported on RCO’s grants for
boating facilities and infrastructure. They have awarded almost $8 million in the 2011-2013 bienniums.

1 Boating Facilities Grants pay for projects that acquire, develop, and renovate facilities for motorized boats
and other watercraft, including launching ramps, guest moorage, and support facilities. Funding is from the
unrefunded gasoline taxes paid by boaters.

1 Boating Infrastructure Grants (BIG program) provides funding to develop and renovate boating facilities
targeting recreational boats 26 feet and larger. Grants also may be used for boater education.

Doug Levy, our year round lobbyist in Olympia, reported on a number of issues affecting boaters:

Recreation Resource Account — This is the fund that was “swept” to fund State Parks in the last biennium. It
is funded in the current budget, but we must watch to be sure it remains funded.

Discover Pass — It is not generating as much revenue as is needed to fund State Parks. They are looking at
ways to make it more attractive.

Marina Lease Rates — The Department of Natural Resources is not going to propose any changes unless
something is proposed that is supported by all stakeholders affected.

New taxes on boaters — Last session there was a proposal to charge sales tax on the sale of used boats as a
means of raising revenue. We got it stopped, but it, or something like it, could come up again.

BUI (Boating under the Influence) — There have been discussions of various measures to increase penalties,
including suspending driving licenses. We support improved enforcement, but do not think linking it to
driving licenses is appropriate.

Antique Boats — Legislation was introduced in the last session to reduce the excise tax on boats 50 years or
older that are used for participation in club activities, exhibitions, tours, and parades.

Gas Tax Refunds — Only a part of the unrefunded gas tax goes into the RRA, the rest goes into the
transportation fund.

Capitol Lake - There are two groups in Olympia that are actively involved in public “education” on the lake.
One group is known as CLIPA, "Capital Lake Improvement..." another group, known as DERT, or "Deschutes
Estuary Restoration Team" have actively “educated” the public on the benefits of dam removal and restoration
of the free flowing waters of the Deschutes.

Washington Department of Fish & Game spoke about Invasive Species. The department has a list of 15 high priority
species to control. Of concern to RBAW are the marine species that can hitch a ride on boats.

A Variable-leaf milfoil is a submersed, rooted, perennial, aquatic plant that is native to the eastern United States.
It has both underwater and emergent leaves with dark red to reddish brown stems

A New Zealand mud snails are tiny (less than 6 mm) aquatic snails that are adaptable to diverse climates and
environmental conditions.

A Tunicate, commonly called a sea-squirt, is a primitive marine animal that spends most of its life attached to
docks, rocks, or the undersides of boats (See Dave’s “What’s Under Your Boat” article in the April 2011
Coxswain).

A Zebra and quagga mussels are freshwater mollusks that colonize lakes and rivers. This is public enemy
number 1 in the marine world. They aren't here yet, but they have wiped out the fisheries in the Great Lakes.
Damages have reached $500,000,000.
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Dond forget the Dock Street Cruise
13 -15 January 2012

x Register with George or Louise Babbitt: gbabbitt@centurytel.net
x Call Dock Street Marina to confirm your moorage reservation 253 -
572 -2524
Activities

x Dinnerat Ha r mo nRiiday night. If your boat is put up for the
winter, join us by car.
Dine Around on our boats Saturday night. Details later.
Other meals on your own.
x Cost: $5 per person , in advance. Mail your check to GHYC, PO Box
22, Gig Harbor 98335
x Other Fun Things To Do
Tour museums, Freight House Square, play games on the boats,
visit w ith friends, read a book or take a nap.
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A Predicted Log Contest

It's the sport where virtually EVERY boat owner can compete and have a great time while
learning more about boating and navigation

What is a Predicted Log Contest?

It's a FUN way to practice Navigation
Satisfy your Competitive Nature in a Friendly Environment
This is not a Test of Speed - it's a Test of Accuracy
It doesn't take a Special Boat or HIGH END ELECTRONICS

All it takes is: a Boat,a Tach , a Compass & a Chart
Sorry &) 7 =
L= v @< | .
down 'mf_il__.:f _‘};

Other Considerations

You should have an operating VHF radio Predict the time your boat will take to get from point to point
on a designated course

Predicted Log Contests are similar to road Do the predictions in advance, run the course in your boat on
rallies on the water the contest day without clock or speedometer
You don't remember road rallies? Your boat must meet Coast Guard safety requirements

You don't have to!

f A Better understanding of your boat's performance f Lots of new friends
I Increased confidence in your own boating skills  And, atrophy or two to remind you what a
 Expanded knowledge of the local cruising waters great sport this is!

We are here to help
The IPBA & GHYC Race Committee not only holds contests on a regular basis, they also hold classes to help you
sharpen your skills. Seasoned competitors share their knowledge of the sport and work with you until you know
the ropes. Many act as mentors working one-on-one to help you develop your confidence. It won't be long before
you are ready - and don't be surprised at how well you do!

GIVE THIS SPORT A PREDICTABLE ENDEAVOR

Jim Anderson (253-857-3306) i George Babbitt (253-857-8687) i Jerry Downer (253-945-7879)

Gig Harbor Yacht Club ¢ 8209 Stinson Ave ¢ Gig Harbor, WA =+ 253-851-1807
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What’s Undr Your Boat?

By Dave Behrens, photos & cartoons by Jan Kocian

It’s been 2 years since Sheila Mordue asked me to prepare this monthly
column. Since then we have shared information about some sixteen
wonderful and varied sea critters that flourish “under our boats”, in
and around Gig Harbor. Each was handled as a separate animal, as if
living alone, apart from the rest of their underwater neighbors. This
month I am taking a slightly different approach. Let’s view them as a
community. A group, much like a club, working together.

In a biological community, everyone has a role — an ecological
responsibility. We start with the group ecologists call “Producers.”

convert deadly Carbon Monoxide to sugar, for other animals to
eat. Then there are the “Consumer’s” like you and I. These
would be the fishes, seastars, sea slugs, crab and shrimp. Finally
there are the “Decomposers.” The underwater garbage men that
keep the bottom clean, for their neighboring critters. Without all
three — you cannot have a balanced, healthy community.

In every healthy community there is time for JOY. Whether in
the harbor or in our homes — HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL OF
YOU.
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This is a summary of key issues discussed at the monthly GHYC Board of Directors meeting November 16,
2011. Mr. Chance Busey, instructor GHYC Jr. Sailing Program and Senior at Gig Harbor High School
presented his senior project “Crossing for Crohn’s and Colitis.” Chance is planning a crossing of the
Strait of Juan de Fuca in a 12 foot sail boat. Chance himself suffers from ulcerative colitis and is dedicating
his senior project to the eradication of the disease. His goal is to raise $10,000 for the cause. There will be
a kickoff event in early March and the sail will take place around March 16, 2012. The board approved his
request for use of the club facility for a pre-sail/fund raising event. Great presentation Chance and good
look on the sail!

The Decorating and Building Committee presented the rational, scope and description of work for the
GHYC interior improvements project along with color and material samples for review. The project scope
involves acoustical ceiling tile replacement, painting, and new flooring, counter tops and trim. The
interior scheme is neutral in color, (not trendy) and creates a master color scheme for our entire facility now
and into the future. This work will add a fresh timeless look to our club and one which everyone will be
proud of. The work will help in rental appeal, provide better acoustics and provide substantial savings in
maintenance costs.

The Yearbook committee is in finalization of its printed and electronic versions. There will be new
member updates during the year as our membership grows. Advertisements are needed now.

Please fill free to communicate your concerns about club issues to a trustee at any time. We need to know
how we can best serve our club.

Thanks — Jerry Lawrence

"Christmas Shop at the Ship's Store!"*

For those last minute gifts,
remember we have hats,
bags, fleece caps, blankets,
cookbooks, burgees.... all
with the logo of your
favorite yacht club! Great
stocking stuffers! Come visit
us by the front door before or
after the December meeting.

With chilly weather is in the forecast, don’t
forget to ORDER a LINER for that club

PARKA you all ready own ml>
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Photo by Sheila ordu, Wally Stoneberg,_Cutis Hardy, Mark Stopko
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The “Sea Gods” must have gotten our
Bell Harbor Cruise mixed up with Heavy Weather

g

Photos by Dave Behrens

“Pins and Needles” from Louise Babbltt 3

During the months of January and February we thought it would be fun to get
together at the club on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month from 10AM to

about 2PM or whenever and just sit around and work on whatever

project you have going. It doesn't matter what craft you do as long as it is
portable enough for you to drag it to the club. Bring a lunch if you want.
This is a very laid back operation.

The dates are: January 10th and 24™; February 14th and 28th
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Power Boat Report

By Jim Anderson
IPBA Annual Meeting/Banquet November 12, 2011

IPBA Bridge 2012 - L-R: Fleet Captain, Clint International Cruiser Contest Boundary
Chapin MBYC; stand-in Rear Commodore Ken Klett Pass Trophy i First Place Class 3, Jim
QCYC; Vice Commodore George Babbitt, GHYC; Anderson GHYC

Commodore Bill Anderson QCYC; Past Commodore
Bob Gautschi Gulf of Georaia. BC

International Cruiser Contesti Second
Place Class 4, Jerry Downer GHYC

IPBA Contest Schedule i 2012 2013
North Sound 2012 2013 South Sound 2012 2013
QCYC 1% of Season Jan21 Jan19 BYC Heavy Weather Feb 18 Feb 16
MBYC Boomerang Mar 3 Mar 2 TYC Jack Hyde Mar 24 Mar 23
QCYC/SYC Eagle Harbor Mar 31  Apr 13 BYC/POYC Easy Pickins Apr 28  Apr 27
PYC Liberty Bay Challenge May 12 May 11 GHYC Invitational Jun 9 Jun 8
SYC Stimson Sep 22 Sep 14/21 POYC Fall Round-up Oct13 Oct 12
Learn what ités al/l about

Please feel free to call me if you have an interest in learning about predicted log racing and | (along with many other GHYC
Racers) would be happy to go out with you on your boat t

speedod. Looking f GHVWGENDGGERSOsomget readyand call me.

Check out the IPBA web site: www.ipbalogracing.org
Jim Anderson i 253-857-3306 1 e-mail: jamesal0l@centurytel.net
George Babbitt i 253-857-8687 1 e-mail: gbabbitt@centurytel.net
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Gig Harbor Yacht Club
Officers, Ch airs &
Trustees

The Bridge

Commodore.............. Dean Dennis
Vice Commodore...... Steve Franklin
Rear Commodore..... Mary Waterbly

COS, Fleet Captain & Committee Chairs

Chief of Staff i Louise Babbitt

Fleet Captain i Dave Behrens

Nominating 1 Yolanda Essig

Budget/Finance - George Babbitt

Building/Facilities - Bob Kimbrough

Landscaping i Gordon Robilliard

Coxswain Editor i Dave Behrens

By-Laws - Jim Anderson/Dan McCormick

Power Boat/IPBA i Jim Anderson

Shi p 6 s-LiBda bawrence

Sunshine/Shadows 1 Karin McCormmick

Ambassadors - Chris & Harry Hovey

Webmaster- Paul Thorpe

RBAW - Paul Thorpe

Yearbook - John Mulligan, Shayne Waterby
& Dave Behrens

Club Rentals i Debbie Lee

Membership 1 Jim & Debbie Lee/Tom &
Sandy Brosius

Reciprocal - Harry & Audrey Stameisen

Dinners for Eight - Karen Genet, Jan Bonhoff

Junior Sail Program - Manfred Schmiedl

Fund Raising 1 Louise Babbitt

Endowment i Rhonda Hauter

Table Decorations i Donna Printz

WIC i Margaret Hardwick

Sail Program i Erik Carlson

Keeper of the Keys i Tanya Baker

LNO i Kathy Dennis

Trustees

Yolanda Essig, PC
Dottie Elwell, Secretary
Sue Thorpe, Treasure
Jerry Lawrence

Ken Malich

Manfred Schmiedl

Alan Stewart

Wayne Withrow
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