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AA  CCOOMM MM EENNTT  FFRROOMM   TTHHEE  CCOOMM MM OODDOORREE  

Vice Commodore 

Steve Franklin 

 

Dean Dennis 

Commodore Rear Commodore 

Mary W aterbly 

 

WOW!   That has been the first word out of almost everyoneôs mouth 

as they gaze upon the ñnewò interior of our Club.  We have put our money 

where our mouth is and it looks sensational.  When you have a vision and you 

see it come to fruition it is exciting. 

Through the efforts and talents of many very dedicated members, the 

Gig Harbor Yacht Club building can now stand up and be noticed.  The work 

we have accomplished was badly needed.  We have a new floor, freshly 

painted and refurbished trim, a new ceiling, refurbished countertops, freshly 

painted kitchen and foyer, and numerous little details have been 

repaired/painted/or replaced.  Yes, the appropriate word is ñWOW.ò   

 

 

Vaya Con Dios,              Dean  
 

Way to go GHYC!   

I will be proud to show off what we have done when the Grand 14 are here to celebrate Steve & 

Debbie and Mary & Shayne at their Junior Officers Ball on February 11
th

.  It is important that we have 

as many members who can attend to be there.  The strength of any club is visible only through the 

participation of its membership.  It can be fun to dress up for one these JO Balls, but you do not have to.  

Cocktail attire is just fine. 

I have said a lot about the interior and I have not mentioned what is going on outside.  We are 

rebuilding, modifying, and updating our sprinkler system and upgrading the landscaping.  The GHYC 

facility, as a whole, is getting a face lift and then some.  It is my goal and the goal of our committee 

chairpersons, when our tenure is done, to hand over the keys of a club ready to go and firing on all 

cylinders.  

We, as a club, have accomplished a lot this year.  We are not done yet!  With a rejuvenated facility, 

we can more easily, and I believe more successfully, promote our club rental program.  I believe that we 

can more proudly ask our friends to become members.  We have a great thing going and now we look the 

part.  Our Club is ñdressed for successò and now it is up to us to make it happen.  Good job, my friends 

and as alwaysé   

 

 



F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 2  
 

Gig Harbor Yacht Club Å 8209 Stinson Ave Å Gig Harbor, WA 9 8 3 3 5  Å 253- 8 5 1 - 1 8 0 7  

 

CCOO XX SSWW AA II NN   

 

  
RReeaarr  CCoommmmooddoorreeôôss  MMeessssaaggee  VViiccee  CCoommmmooddoorreeôôss  MMeessssaaggee  

  

Cruise-In  with snow on the outside of the 

windshield and fog on the inside.   I became 

the windshield wipers and defroster.  For those 

of you who attended the Dock Street Cruise, I 

know that you experienced the same 

conditions.  We must be hardy boaters, for the 

alternative is that we are foolish.  But, we had 

so much funJ 

 

Members are the heart and soul of our club. 

We are fortunate to have members who truly 

care for one another and work together to make 

Gig Harbor Yacht Club such a special place. 

 

My goal as Rear Commodore has been to learn 

at least three new names every meeting - - so 

far, so good!  We regularly induct new 

members into our club, and Dave Behrens does 

a great job of highlighting them in the 

Coxswain. Donôt forget to reach out your 

hands to welcome our newer members, and 

wear your nametags to make it easier to place 

names and faces together. Our members are 

simply the best. 
 

My best, 

MMaarryy  

January has been a 

crazy weather month in 

our area.  Snow, 

freezing rain, power 

outages, school closures 

and now the torrents of 

rain.  Shayne and I 

brought our boat back 

from the Officerôs  

WOW!!!   If you havenôt seen the new floor and the 
new paint, you really need to get down and see our 

ñnewò club.  It looks absolutely amazing.  Thanks to 

Bob Kimbrough , Linda Burton  and their committees 

for all the effort.   Lots of work and the difference is 

indescribable. Outside, Gordon Robilliard  and Dave 

Omstead have been getting down and dirtyðquite 

literally.  Repair and installation of the sprinkler system 

is progressing nicely.  If you missed New Yearôs Eve at 

GHYC, you missed a great party.  Commodore Dean 

and Kathy and their committee ushered in the year in 

grand style.  Make sure you check out the photos on 

GHYCôs flicker site.  R/C Mary and I thoroughly 

enjoyed our opportunity to ñroastò Commodore Dean 

at the Annual Grand 14 Officersô January Cruise.  

We used the opportunity to fine tune a roast that we 

will present to the membership at the February general 

meeting.  Youôre guaranteed to see our Commodore as 

youôve never seen him before.  We were disappointed 

that we missed our own Dock Street Cruise, but ñdock 

talkò is that it was a tremendous success and that 

GHYC packed the house at Harmonôs.  Leaving Sunday 

was just a prelude to the week that followed.  I hope 

that the weather didnôt cause any lasting damage, and 

that you all survived what Jon and Debra Freeman 

coined as ñarboreal carnage.ò Coming up soon is 

GHYCôs JO Ball, Feb 11th.  Weôre looking forward to 

reliving Saturday Night Fever.  I know Iôve got some 

ñbig hairò somewhere in my costume box!  Crab Feed 

is up next though, so break out the crab crackers and 

bibs and join in the fun.  And itôs not too late to sign up 

for Bremerton Yacht Clubôs Heavy Weather 

Weekend over Presidentôs Day Weekend.  Come on out 

to support our predicted log races and enjoy an always 

exciting weekend.  One last thing, but itôs important---

Thanks to each and every one of you who do all the 

things that make GHYC such a wonderful club!   
 

      

Fair Winds, 

  VV//CC  SStteevvee  
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FFeebbrr uuaarr yy  
  

Every Thursday Menôs Lunch  
11:30-12:30 Contact Kelly 

Jardine 

kellyjar2@gmail.com 
 

Feb 3 ï Crab Feed 

Mary Waterbly  

mwaterbly@comcast.net 
 

  
Feb 8 ï General Meeting 
 

Feb 11 ï JO Ball 

deancdennis@msn.com 
     

 
        

Feb 14 - Pins and Needles,  

10 AM-2PM 

LBabbitt@centurytel.net 
 

Feb 17-19 ï Heavy Weather 

jamesa101@centurytel.net 
 

Feb 24 ï TGIF  

6-11 PM 
 

Feb 28 - Pins and Needles,  

10 AM-2PM 

LBabbitt@  

Centurytel.net 

UUppccoommiinngg  EEvveennttss  
 

          
  

  
 

  
 

MM aarr cchh  
  

Every Thursday Menôs Lunch  
11:30-12:30 Contact Kelly 

Jardine 

kellyjar2@gmail.com 
 

March 9, 10 & 11 - Blake 

Island Cruise 

Dave Stevens 

dave.stevens1942@gmail.com 
 

  
March 14 ï General Meeting 
 

March 17 ï Islands Race 

Eric Carlson 

ecarlson@aquaquip.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 23 ï TGIF  
 

March 25 ï Mama Mia 
 

March 30, 31 & April 1 ï 

Poulsbo Cruise ï April Fools 

Jim & Debbie Lee 

jwestonlee@mac.com 

 

 

AApprr ii ll   
  

Every Thursday Menôs Lunch  
11:30-12:30 Contact Kelly 

Jardine 

kellyjar2@gmail.com 
 

April 11 ï General meeting 

and SSii lleenntt  AAuucctt iioonn 
 

April 13 -15 ï Daffodil Festival 

 
 

 
 

TThheenn  CCoommiinngg  MM aayy  55
tthh

  
 

Opening Day ï Seattle 
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 AAUUCCTTII OONN      ** ** **       AAUUCCTTII OONN      ** ** **       AAUUCCTTII OONN  

PPLL EEAASSEE  DDOONN''TT  FFOORRGGEETT   ----  WWee  wwii ll ll   hhaavvee  aa  SSii lleenntt   AAuucctt iioonn  aass  ppaarr tt   ooff   

tthhee  AApprr ii ll   1111tthh  DDiinnnneerr   MM eeeett iinngg..      
 

ALL PROCEEDS ARE DESIGNATED FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AT T HE 

GHYC. 
 

WE NEED A DDEESSCCRRII PPTTII OONN OF THE ITEMS YOU WILL BE DONATING TO THE 

AUCTION.  Please e-mail Louise or George (at the e-mail addresses below) for their 

FORM to help you get that information to them.   
  

PPLL EEAASSEE  RREEQQUUEESSTT  aanndd  RREETTUURRNN  FFOORRMM SS to the Babbitt's as soon as possible.   

(LBabbitt@centurytel.net or gbabbitt@centurytel.net) 

 

  

  

 

GGHHYYCC  NNeexxtt   RReegguullaarr   MM eeeett iinngg  

FFeebbrr uuaarr yy  88,,  22001122  

SSeerr vveedd  bbyy  KK eell llyy  JJaarr ddiinnee  

$$1155  ppeerr   ppeerr ssoonn  
 

66::0000  pp..mm..  SSoocciiaall   HHoouurr //BBaarr   

77::0000  pp..mm..  DDiinnnneerr   

88::0000  pp..mm..  GGeenneerr aall   MM eeeett iinngg  

99::0000  pp..mm..  EEnnccoorr ee  SSoocciiaall   HHrr //BBaarr   
 

OOuurr  MMeennuu  
  

 Smoked Salmon 

 Caesar Salad 

 Roasted Tri-Tip  

 Potato 

 Vegetable 

 Dessert/Coffee 
 

RReesseerrvvaattiioonnss  rreeqquuii rreedd!!   

PPlleeaassee  ccaall ll   225533--885511--11880077  ((pprreessss  11))  bbyy  SSuunnddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  55tthh  
 

 

mailto:LBabbitt@centurytel.net
mailto:gbabbitt@centurytel.net
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Dock Stree t  CRUISE 

 

CCOOXXSSWWAAII NN  

Photos by Dave Behrens & Sheila Mordue 
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Power Boat Report  
By Jim Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BYC Heavy Weather ï February 18, 2012 

 
 
 

This is expected to be just as much fun as always. This is an entire weekend of 
great socializing and fun filled events. As Iôve noted in the past, this event is not just 
a Log Race. Itôs like going to an event packed Club cruise and you get to use your 
boat for a couple of hours on Saturday. What a deal. If you donôt want to participate 
in the Log Race, no problem just let one of us know or call our Fleet Captain Dave 
Behrens so we can let Bremerton know you are planning to attend as a guest. BYC 
will have other mooring arrangements for guests as the racers are moored on the 
north side separate so they can leave on Saturday morning for the contest and then 
return. Stay tuned on this one as there will be more to come later. 
 

See schedule below for upcoming contests following Heavy Weather: 
 

IPBA Contest Schedule ï 2012  2013 
 

  

 North Sound    2012     2013 
QCYC 1

st
 of Season  Jan 21    Jan 19 

MBYC Boomerang  Mar 3    Mar 2 
QCYC/SYC Eagle Harbor Mar 31    Apr 13 
PYC Liberty Bay Challenge May 12    May 11 
SYC Stimson   Sep 22    Sep 14/21 

      

 South Sound    2012     2013     
BYC Heavy Weather  Feb 18    Feb 16 
TYC Jack Hyde   Mar 24    Mar 23 
BYC/POYC Easy Pickins  Apr 28    Apr 27 
GHYC Invitational  Jun 9    Jun 8 
POYC Fall Round-up  Oct 13    Oct 12 

 
 

Learn what itôs all about 
 

Please feel free to call me if you have an interest in learning about predicted log 
racing and I (along with many other GHYC Racers) would be happy to go out with 
you on your boat to ñrun the mileò and help you with obtaining your boatôs ñflat water 
speedò. Looking forward to some new GHYC ñLOGGERSò so get ready and call me. 
 

Check out the IPBA web site: www.ipbalogracing.org 
Jim Anderson ï 253-857-3306 ï e-mail: jamesa101@centurytel.net 
George Babbitt ï 253-857-8687 ï e-mail: gbabbitt@centurytel.net 

 

 

http://www.ipbalogracing.org/
mailto:jamesa101@centurytel.net
mailto:gbabbitt@centurytel.net
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WELCOME New M embers  
 

JJuunniioorr   OOff ff iicceerrôôss  BBaall ll   

Saturday, February 11, 2012 
 

AArr ee  yyoouu  ssiiggnneedd  uupp  yyeett??????  
  

Come and Play as Dean & Kathy Celebrate our Jr. Officers. 
Your ticket - $45.00 per person 

 
 

Sat, February 11, 6pm ï Sun, February 12, 12am 

Dinner menu - Phyllo Wrapped Chicken; Wild Rice Pilaf; Glazed Carrots &  

Cheesecake 

Weôll have a DJ rocking and socking it to you. 

SSaattuurrddaayy  NNiigghhtt  FFeevveerr  --  II ttôôss  HHoott    
 

 

Darrell & Karen Triplett   
Karen grew up in Gig Harbor and when Darrell and she married 45 years ago 

they built a house and have lived here ever since. Karenôs father, Walter 

Williamson, was the first commodore at Gig Harbor Yacht Club.  They have a 

daughter, Laura, and two grandchildren.  The Triplettôs own and manage Gig 

Harbor Marina/Boatyard. 

Peter & Carolyn Mafteiu  
Carolyn & Peter moved here in 2006 (Peter's job).    They 

both love the water, sailing, boating and fishing, among 

other activities.  They have "yachting" experience on a 

variety of boats.  Their current "yacht" is the Willy Reed, 

a handmade 14' antique row boat made north of Scranton, 

PA.  Built in 1952 it is ash framed, cedar planked and 

canvas covered.  The "style" of the boat is a Thompson 

Lake boat - popular back east.    



F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 2  
 

Gig Harbor Yacht Club Å 8209 Stinson Ave Å Gig Harbor, WA 9 8 3 3 5  Å 253- 8 5 1 - 1 8 0 7  

 
CCOOXXSSWWAAII NN  

DOCK STREET CON½T  ̧TThheenn  ii tt   gg oott   CCooll dd!!!! !! 

 

  

 

 

PPhhoottooss  bbyy  

DDaavvee  BBeehhrr eennss  
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Sail Report 
Did you say ñFrostbittenò ?   The sailing program was frozen out of Frostbite #3 on Saturday January 21

st
 

with snow and ice on docks and decks.  There are no plans to do a makeup.   Weôll continue with the 

scheduled 4
th
 and 5

th
 races in the series as planned. 

 

The BIG project  in front of us is the II ssllaannddss  RRaaccee  oonn  SSaattuurr ddaayy,,  MM aarr cchh  1177
tthh

.    This is the 4
th
 race in 

the Southern Sound Series.  By the time GHYC hosts this event the boats will have already completed 

races sponsored by Olympia, Tacoma and Three Tree Point Yacht Clubs. 
 

This is a race with a start/finish line  just outside the harbor that sends the boats up Colvos and around a 

bouy on the north side of Blake Island and the return south back to the harbor.  The day concludes with a 

post race party with food and beverage back at the club. 
 

PPeeoopplleeéé  wwee  nneeeedd  ppeeooppllee!!      This one day showcase for GHYC requires a bunch of volunteers to do it right.   

We are on the right path thus far.  We have several members, Dary Alford, Mark Anderson and Gary 

Cousins all stepping up to be committee and/or turn boats.  We also have a short list of people willing to go 

along and help with the start and timekeeping at the finish.  But we can use more of you.  Who wants a day 

on the water?  Come join us.   Get a front row seat! 
 

WWee  nneeeedd  mmoorr ee!!!! !!   Bartenders are needed.  We want the bar to be run independently of ñsailò and just be 

club operated and a club revenue source (as was done for LeMans).  We need certified bar operators. 
 

And we need some clubhouse volunteers to help with coffee, food serving and general cleanup.   Nothing 

strenuous, just a couple hours of your time to help GHYC put on the best event. 
 

Please contact me, Bill Harter, Jaime Storkman or Dary Alford if you can offer assistance. 
 

Erik Carlson , Sail Chair:  2011-2012 
 

TTGGII FF  ----  February 24, 2012 
EEll   AAmmoorr   iiss  iinn  tthhee  AAii rr ,,      

TTaaccoo  NNiigghhtt ......  

  
 

 
 

 
The Messingôs will cook up Tacos, soft and hard 

with the lettuce, tomatoes and cheddar cheese. 
 

Folks to bring ssiiddee  ddiisshheess for tacos: 

AA--LL ï bring Spanish rice, Taco sauce, Sour 

Cream, Guacamole, Hot sauce etc. 

MM --ZZ to bring desserts. Don't forget the chocolate. 

$$55..0000  //  ppeerr ssoonn  &&   tthhee  BBaarr   WWii ll ll   BBee  OOppeenn!!  

DDoo  YYoouu  HHaavvee  SSoommeetthhiinnggéé  

YYoouu  wwoouulldd  ll iikkee  ttoo  ppuutt  iinn  

tthhee  CCooxxsswwaaiinn??  
  

PPlleeaassee  lleett   mmee  kknnooww..    PPhhoonnee  225533--551144--11007733  oorr   

ee--mmaaii ll   mmee  aatt   ddaavviiddwwbbeehhrr eennss..ggmmaaii ll ..ccoomm..  
  

II   aamm  aallwwaayyss  llooookkiinngg    

ffoorr   nneeww,,  ffuunn,,    

iinnffoorr mmaatt iivvee,,  oorr   eevveenn    

jj uusstt   ccrr aazzyy  mmaatteerr iiaall     

ttoo  sshhaarr ee  wwii tthh  oouurr     

mmeemmbbeerr sshhiipp..    II ttôôss    

aa  wwiinn--wwiinn..      

HHeellpp  mmee  oouutt  hheerr ee..  

  

TThhaannkkss  ïï  tthhee  EEdd  
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Whatôs Under Your Boat? 
By Dave Behrens, photos by Jan Kocian 

 

 

In the December Coxswain we discussed how healthy marine communities 

are made up of three critical ecological components ï Producers, 

Consumers and Decomposers.  In the January edition we focused on 

Producers and their very important role in converting nasty carbon 

monoxide, we are responsible for producing, into life supporting molecular 

oxygen, and sugars.  In this issue we take another step up the food pyramid 

and look at those organisms that feed on them ï the Consumers. 
 

Organisms belonging to the consumer group are those we are all ready most 

familiar with - critters like sea stars, sea anemones, crab, shrimp and all the 

fishes.  Unlike producers, consumers cannot produce their own food and 

must feed ï whether by grazing, filtering or foraging ï on other prey. 

Consumers, particularly the fishes, are the most diverse group of 

animals on earth, having evolved a plethora of adaptations making 

them successful - feeders and reproducers, and therefore survivors.  

These adaptations include among many others, unique body shapes 

for swimming efficiency, advanced breathing and buoyancy 

capabilities, camouflage and coloration.  Feeding ranges from 

passive pump and filter feeding used by sponges and sea squirts to 

elaborate water column filtering mechanisms like the sea pen above. 
 

Sit and wait strategies fortified with sticky tentacles are common and 

used by sea anemones, while the ability for stealthy attack has been 

refined by fish species like sculpins and our local octopus. 
 

While some graze on algae and seaweeds many prefer a diet of meat. 

  

 

 

 

  

Sea Pen 

Candy Stripe Shrimp 

Puget Sound King Crab 

Sea Squirt 

Sea Anemone Sea Slugs Grunt Sculpin 

Longfin Sculpin 
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"" SShhoopp  aatt   tthhee  SShhiipp'' ss  SSttoorr ee!!""   
 

  Buy your GHYC clothes at 
the Ship's Store for all the 
coming yacht club events.  If 
a sample fits you, you may 
take it home this month!   
Also, we are ordering the 
black liners for the adventure 
jackets and this is proving to 
be a very popular item.   
They are very warm, down 
and cost $68. We hope you 
will stop by our table before 
and after the meetings. 
 

Greetings from the GHYC Board: 
 

The following is a summary of the key issues discussed at the monthly Board of Directors meeting 

held Wednesday, January 25, 2011. 

 

Decorating Committee:  Commodore Dennis thanked the committee for the outstanding job they 

have done in updating our club. 

 

Building Manager:   The cost of revamping the club is $20,097.13.  We came in under budget of 

$3000.00.   

 

Budget and Finance Committee/By-Law Committee filed a collaborative report and are 

reviewing issues that overlap both committees.  These committees are looking at Membership 

numbers, Membership number goals and Membership classifications and how these are structured 

and how they might impact ongoing and future budgets.  The board offered feedback and ideas that 

will be reviewed by these two committees and a subsequent report will be made next month. 

 

Fundraising Committee: We have 50 items for the Silent Auction to be held at the February 

General Meeting.  This is about half of what we need. 

 

Fleet Captain:  Dock Street Cruise was attended by 22 boats attended and 36 people, and made 

money, at only $5.00 a head.  April 1st is the Poulsbo Cruise.     

Respectfully submitted ï Manfred Schmiedl 

PPlleeaassee  sseeee  ccoommpplleettee  MM iinnuutteess  oonn  oouurr   wweebbssii ttee  aatt  ïï    

wwwwww..ggiigghhaarr bboorr yycc..ccoomm  
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WWoouulldd  yyoouu  ll iikkee  ttoo  mmaakkee  aa  ccooppyy  ooff   aa  pphhoottoo  ff rr oomm  tthhee  cclluubbôôss  

FFll iicckk--rr   ssii ttee??????  

WWeell ll   yyoouu  ccaann,,  jj uusstt   ffooll llooww  tthheessee  ddii rr eecctt iioonnss::   
  

11))    FFii rr sstt   ggoo  ttoo  tthhee  cclluubbss  wweebb  ssii ttee  aatt   ïï  www.gigharboryc.com  

22))    TThheenn  iinn  tthhee  lleeff tt   ccoolluummnn,,  ccll iicckk  oonn  tthhee  llaasstt   iiccoonn  ïï  SSccrr aappbbooookk..  

    

TThhiiss  ffrraammee  wwii ll ll   aappppeeaarr         

  

33))  NNeexxtt   ïï  ccll iicckk  oonn  tthhee  ll iinnkk  iinn  tthhee  ff ii rr sstt   ppaarr aaggrr aapphh  --  http://www.flickr.com/photos/ghyc/  

44))  NNooww  ppiicckk  tthhee  SSEETT   ((ooff   pphhoottooss))  yyoouu  wwaanntt   oonn  tthhee  rr iigghhtt   ssiiddee  ooff   yyoouurr   ssccrr eeeenn,,  aanndd  ccll iicckk  ii tt..  
  

TThhee  sseettss  llooookk  ll iikkee  tthheessee  ll ii ttttllee  iiccoonnss      
 

55))    FFiinndd  tthhee  pphhoottoo  yyoouu  wwaanntt   iinn  tthhee  "" SSeett""   oorr   wwii tthhiinn  tthhee  pphhoottoosstt rr eeaamm..    TThheenn  ccll iicckk  rr eeppeeaatteeddllyy  

((sslloowwllyy))  oonn  tthhee  pphhoottoo  yyoouu  wwaanntt   uunntt ii ll   yyoouu  ggeett   aa  BBllaacckk  ssccrr eeeenn  wwii tthh  "" VViieeww  aall ll   ssiizzeess""   iinn  tthhee  

uuppppeerr   rr iigghhtt   ccoorr nneerr ..    NNooww  --  ccll iicckk  tthhaatt ..    TThheenn  ccll iicckk  "" oorr iiggiinnaall ""   ttoo  ggeett   tthhee  bbeesstt   ssiizzee  aanndd  ccll ii cckk  

"" SSaavvee  ppiiccttuurr ee  aass""   ttoo  ssaavvee  tthhee  pphhoottoo  ttoo  yyoouurr   ccoommppuutteerr ..  

66))  YYoouu  ccaann  nnooww  ssaavvee  tthhee  pphhoottoo  wwhheerr eevveerr   oonn  yyoouurr   ccoommppuutteerr   yyoouu  wwiisshh..  

                            TThhaannkkss  aall ll   ii tt   ttaakkeess..    YYoouu  ccaann  nnooww  pprr iinntt   oorr   sshhaarr ee  tthhee  pphhoottoo..        EEnnjj ooyy  --  DDaavvee  

  

AArrtt  SSaaii ll   
                                                                              

SSAAVVEE  TTHHEE  DDAATTEE  
  

OCTOBER 5, 6 & 7, 2012 
  

Friday night will be a VIP Gala Event for Yacht Club members and a few invited guests to 

meet the Artists and shop early. 

 

Saturday and Sunday will be open to the Public. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  for this VERY SPECIAL FUNDRAISING EVENT.  

REMEMBER THE PROCEEDS FROM THIS EVENT GO TOWARDS PAYING 

DOWN OUR MORTGAGE . 

 

 

http://www.gigharboryc.com/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ghyc/
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TGIFôs are NOT to be Missed 

HHaappppyy  BBiirr tthhddaayy  AAll ll   
  

 

  
  
 

ññPPiinnss  aanndd  NNeeeeddlleessòò  ff rr oomm  LL oouuiissee  BBaabbbbii tt tt   
 

WWee  wwii ll ll   bbee  mmeeeett iinngg  FFeebbrr uuaarr yy  1144  aanndd  

2288  ----  1100AAMM   ttoo  22PPMM ..      
 

Come whenever you can.  This is a 

very laid back activity.  Just time to 

work on your projects, share ideas, help 

each other and visit.   
 

Bring your portable projects and 

lunch and be ready to have a great 

time.          

HHooppee  ttoo  sseeee  yyoouu  tthheerree  ----  LLoouuiissee    
 

  

 

Photos by Sheila Mordue 
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The Recreational Boating Association of Washington 

RBAW 
 has been promoting the interests of recreational boaters for over 50 years. 

 
Formerly known as ñInterclubò, RBAW  organized the fund raising drive that purchased most of the Sucia 

Islands group. These islands were presented to the State of Washington in 1959, creating one of the most 

popular marine parks in the world. 
 

During the following decades, RBAW  has been at the forefront of every effort to keep boating fun, 

accessible, affordable, and free from needless regulation or exorbitant taxation. 
 

Among our current priorities: 

1. Protecting the Recreational Resource Account, (which is created with funds collected from 
boaters and earmarked for boating related infrastructure).  There is almost an annual attempt 
by a variety of state legislatorǎ ǘƻ άǎǿŜŜǇέ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎ 
facilities and improvements unfunded. 

2. [ƛŦǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άƭƛŘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǳƴŘ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǘŀȄŜǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ōƻŀǘŜǊǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ƎŀǎƻƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ 
marine, non-highway purposes. This refund is arbitrarily capped at 23 cents per gallon, far 
below the amount of highway tax actually paid. 

3. Continuously lobbying state lawmakers regarding the unfair and discriminatory Watercraft 
Excise Tax. Boaters are singled out for a very high and extraordinary tax not paid by any other 
group of citizens in Washington. 

4. Resisting attempts to expand requirements for mandatory PFD wear. We believe in education, 
and (for adults) voluntary PFD usage. We support current state law, requiring life jackets for 
young children when aboard vessels less than 19 feet in length. 

5. wŜǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ŦƭŀƎ aƻǘƻǊ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎ 
committed while boating. There is no provable corollary between a boating accident or offense 
and the likelihood that a similar offense or accident would occur when driving a car. 

6.  CƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƳŀǊƛƴŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ άŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜƛǊ 5bw ƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜŀǊōȅ 
facilities operated by yacht clubs or other non-profit organizations. Derailing this proposal in 
2011 saved several Washington clubs from increases as high as 400% in their DNR rates, which 
would surely have affected moorage rates for club members. 

7. Opposing attempts to increase vessel registration fees and earmark the increases to support 
new departments and curriculum at one specific community college. 

Be certain that the anti-boating interests in Washington employ lobbyists to advance their agenda. Your 

RBAW  membership helps us retain a full time, pro-boating lobbyist in Olympia to give us early warning 

about new attempts to add needless regulations, increase fees, or raid the few funds currently identified for 

expanding and supporting recreational boating. 
 

Several local firms offer special discounts to RBAW  Members. You will likely recover your $20 

membership fee the first time you do business with one of our supporters. 
 

é respectfully submitted, Paul Thorpe 
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   PPAARRTT  11AA  ïï  AAfftteerr  YYoouu  ññRRuunn  tthhee  MMiilleeòò  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This is an addendum to Part 1 (Januaryôs Coxswain) where you averaged the seconds it took you to ñrun the mileò in 

each direction. Although there is normally very little current on the ñCommencement Bay Mileò, using averaged seconds 

alone may not be the most accurate depending on the amount of current and/or wind at the time. By the way, it is best to 

make at least two (2) back to back east/west runs on the ñCommencement Bay Mile.ò 
 

MM oorr ee  aaccccuurr aattee  ssppeeeedd  ddeetteerr mmiinniinngg  mmeetthhooddss::  

1. Average your actual speed in nautical miles per hour in each direction by: 

a. Determining knots/hour by comparing the data obtained from ñrunning the mileò (minutes & seconds) with 

a ñMeasured Mile Speed Table.ò  

or 

b. Another more ñgeekyò method would be to utilize a spreadsheet I created (shown below) that uses ñtime to 
speedò conversion formulas. You simply type into the ñyellowò highlighted cells your minutes & seconds 

for each direction. The spreadsheet takes your data and automatically calculates the actual averaged 

knots/hour ñflat waterò speed. 
 

 
 

Another benefit to using the spreadsheet is that it will also calculate the ñstanding startò seconds for your speed using the 

data from ñflat waterò and the times you develop by performing ñstanding startò set of runs. The spreadsheet also calculates 

the number of degrees per second it takes your boat make with data from the 180 turn times developed while performing 

the entire ñrunning the mileò exercise describe in Part 1 (in the January Coxswain). These calculations are performed with 

other modules in the ñFlat-Waterò spreadsheet (not shown here). 
 

Next article will present ideas on how to lay out a contest course and develop data to use in developing predictions that will 

eventually be copied onto the ñPredicted Log.ò  WWooww--iiss  tthhaatt  wwhheerr ee  tthhee  tteerr mm  PPrr eeddiicctteedd  LL oogg  RRaacciinngg  ccoommeess  ff rr oomm??  
  

SSTTAAYY  TTUUNNEEDD  
 

Jim Anderson 253-857-3306; George Babbitt 253-857-8687 or Jerry Downer 253-945-7879 

 

 

By Jim Anderson 

 

OOkkééssoo,,  II   rraann  tthhee  mmii llee..    

NNooww  wwhhaatt  ddoo  II   ddoo??  
 



F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 2  
 

Gig Harbor Yacht Club Å 8209 Stinson Ave Å Gig Harbor, WA 9 8 3 3 5  Å 253- 8 5 1 - 1 8 0 7  

COXSWAIN  

 

CCOO XX SSWW AA II NN    

Gig Harbor Yacht Club 
Officers, Chairs & 
Trustees  
 

The Bridge 
Commodore.............. Dean Dennis 
Vice Commodore...... Steve Franklin 
Rear Commodore..... Mary Waterbly 
 
COS, Fleet Captain & Committee Chairs 
Chief of Staff ï Louise Babbitt 
Fleet Captain ï Dave Behrens 
Nominating ï Yolanda Essig 
Budget/Finance - George Babbitt 
Building/Facilities - Bob Kimbrough 
Landscaping ï Gordon Robilliard 
Coxswain Editor ï Dave Behrens 
By-Laws - Jim Anderson/Dan McCormick 
Power Boat/IPBA ï Jim Anderson 
Shipôs Store - Linda Lawrence 
Sunshine/Shadows ï Karin McCormmick 
Ambassadors - Chris & Harry Hovey  
Webmaster- Paul Thorpe  
RBAW - Paul Thorpe 
Yearbook - John Mulligan, Shayne Waterbly        

& Dave Behrens 
Club Rentals ï Debbie Lee 
Membership ï Jim & Debbie Lee/Tom &         
      Sandy Brosius 
Reciprocal - Harry & Audrey Stameisen 
Dinners for Eight - Karen Genet, Jan Bonhoff 
Junior Sail Program - Manfred Schmiedl 
Fund Raising ï Louise Babbitt 
Endowment ï Rhonda Hauter 
Table Decorations ï Donna Printz 
WIC ï Margaret Hardwick 
Sail Program ï Erik Carlson 
Keeper of the Keys ï Tanya Baker 
LNO ï Kathy Dennis 
 

 

 

Trustees 
Yolanda Essig, PC 
Dottie Elwell, Secretary 
Sue Thorpe, Treasure 
Jerry Lawrence 
Ken Malich 
Manfred Schmiedl 
Alan Stewart 
Wayne Withrow 
 
 


