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C O X S W A I N  
 

T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  G I G  H A R B O R   Y A C H T  C L U B   
 

AA  CCOOMM MM EENNTT  FFRROOMM   TTHHEE  CCOOMM MM OODDOORREE  
By Commodore  Dean Denn is 

Vice Commodore 

Steve Franklin 

 

Dean Dennis 

Commodore Rear Commodore 

Mary Waterbly  

 

 

Time waits for no one.  When this issue of the Coxswain comes out, my year as Commodore 

will be almost one quarter over.  When I was given the privilege of joining the Bridge as Rear 

Commodore, my promise to Dick Sapp was to make his Commodore year so much fun that he 

would be sad to have it end.  My goal for myself is the same.  I want this year to be enjoyable 

for all of us.  I am hoping that all of you will not be glad when my year is over.  We are off to a 

great start.  Our Swantown and Quartermaster Cruises were worth the effort to be there.  David 

Behrens is working his tail off as Fleet Captain and Coxswain Editor.  Only Daveôs limitless 

energy and enthusiasm keeps him going (along with wonderful support from Peggy).  So David, Thank you for 

helping me get this year launched successfully.  
 

Many of you were able to escape north this year and I have heard that several destinations in Canada took on the 

look of a GHYC Outstation.  That is a great testimony to our love of boating and being together.  
  
The next big task before us is getting the yearbook organized and the advertizing in it sold and printed.  I am asking 

all of us to do what we can to promote the ads in our yearbook and use those businesses that support us!  I am 

working with John Mulligan on this project and Shayne Waterbly is helping out in any way he can.  I want to say 

ñThank you guysò, for stepping up and taking on such a huge responsibility.   
 

As I look ahead to this year, I have two very nice people at my back.  Steve and Mary are a pair of the most capable 

people I know.  We have an ñAll for one and one for allò attitude and that is how we will move forward as your 

Bridge.  We are a team and this yearôs success will be a team success and not just a good ñCommodore year.ò 
 

This team concept does not just pertain to the Bridge, but also reflects the attitude of your Board of Trustees.  We 

have a strong group who likes to be together.  My goal is to make our time together worthwhile and productive.  We 

are trying out a new 6:30PM start time for our Board meetings.  This new time was chosen in the hope that we can 

get our business done and still have time to ñpost functionò and get to know each other a little better.  The stronger 

social bonds we can build will help us build greater social bonds club wide.   
 

The fish either leads or rots from the head.  I take that concept seriously.  I think that all of you know that I am 

committed to helping us have as much fun as is legal.  To that end I ask for your support.  I ask for that support 

because I truly need it and the fun I have promised cannot happen without it. 

   And as alwaysé.   Via Con Dios             Dean    
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RReeaarr  CCoommmmooddoorreeôôss  MMeessssaaggee  VViiccee  CCoommmmooddoorreeôôss  MMeessssaaggee  

  

 

 
relaxing easy weekend.  Thanks to Dean and 

Kathy Dennis for heading up that cruise.  We had 

great hors dôeourves  in the shelter and enjoyed 

one anotherôs company.  A great way to begin the 

summer cruising season.   
 

Shayne and I were fortunate to spend the month of 

July in the San Juan and Gulf Islands.  We had a 

great time and met up with many Gig Harbor 

members!  We heard great things about the 

Quartermaster Cruise and the fun that everyone 

had.  Thanks to Dave Behrens for leading that fun 

event.  We also missed out on an awesome TGIF.  

August finds us back at home.  Gordon Robilliard  

led a mini-cleanup of the grounds on August 3.  

Thanks to the many members who came for our 

work party.  Our deck looks awesome with a new 

coat of paint.  Thanks to Dean Dennis, Bob 

Kimbrough, and Scott Hauter for leading that 

charge! 
 

We attended our first Officerôs Cruise-In in 

Bremerton in August.  Shayne and I had a 

wonderful time meeting our fellow ñTridents.ò  We 

now join the Sharks (Commodores) and the 

Porpoises (Vice-Commodores.) 
 

I continue to be humbled by the commitment and 

dedication of our club members.   There is always 

someone there to lend a hand and offer a kind 

word.  I feel fortunate to be a member of the Gig 

Harbor Yacht Club.   I hope to see many of you 

over Labor Day in Bremerton!! 

 

                MMyy  vveerryy  bbeesstt  ttoo  yyoouu,,          MMaarryy  

Now that summer is almost 

over, our summer weather 

has arrived!  How great to 

write this as the sun is 

shining and I must wear my 

sunglasses.   
 

The Swantown Cruise was a 

great success in June with a 

I really hope you recover from the shock of seeing 

the picture at the bottom of this column!!  I never 

knew red could look so BAD!!!,    Great pre-4
th
 of 

July TGIF, but I doubt Iôll ever wear red again.   
 

While Dave Behrens was off discovering more 

undersea creatures, Comm. Dean and Kathy Dennis 

successfully took the helm for the Swantown cruise.  

It was nice not to have to crowd under the tents like 

we did last year.  Dave teamed with Dean to host 

Quartermaster, where a great time was had by all. 
 

We spent most every weekend on the boat this 

summer, come rain (mostly) or shine.  Just before 

they got their new boat, Dave and Chris Neely 

joined us for a few days.  It was quite an adventure-

from the grounded sailboat (not us) to the 

unintended spinnaker deployment.  Wa-hoo!!!  Iôd 

never seen anyoneôs eyes that big before!  Speaking 

of new boatsðJim and Debbie Lee are proud 

owners of ñButterfly.ò  This Pacific Seacraft is 

amazing.  The previous owner literally made the 

interior into a functional piece of art.   
 

Congratulations to Manfred Schmiedl and his 

terrific crew for running an absolutely outstanding 

Junior  Sailing Program this summer!  Well done! 

 

I cheated and previewed Maryôs column, so Iôll just 

add my sincere thanks to everyone who makes the 

club look so great.  Work continues on Sept 10, so 

come on out and lend a hand. 
 

Hope to see many of you at BBrr eemmeerr ttoonn  ffoorr   LL aabboorr   

DDaayy,, and donôt forget the SSaallmmoonn  FFeeeedd  oonn  SSeepptt  

2233
rr dd.  P/C Terry and Janet 

James have volunteered to 

chair this annual event and 

based on what theyôve 

shared with me, youôll 

definitely want to be there!! 
 

FFaaii rr   WWiinnddss!! !!       

                      VV//CC  SStteevvee  
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UUppccoommiinngg  SSeepptteemmbbeerr   

EEvveennttss  
  

Every Thursday Menôs Lunch  

(First Luncheon will be on Sept 15) 

11:30-12:30 Contact Kelly Jardine 

kellyjar@comcast.net 
 

Sept 2-5 ï Labor Day Cruise 

Blackberry Vines are Coming Up All Over 

Dave Behrens ï davidwbehrens@gmail.com 
 

Sept 10 ï Jack & Jill Race 

Erik Carlson ï ecarlson@aquaquip.com 
 

Sept 10 ï Annual Yard Cleanup 

Gordon Robilliard - 

gordon.robilliard@cardno.com 
 

Sept 14 - General Meeting 

BBQ Steaks 
 

Sept 16 ï TGIF ï Wear your College Colorsé 

Or the Colors of your favorite school  

Dean Dennis ï deancdennis@msn.com 
 

Sept 23 ï Salmon BBQ 

Terry & Janet James ï 

terryjames60@comcast.net, or 

Steve & Debbie Franklin - 

stevfran@earthlink.net  
 

Sept 30- Oct 2 - DeMoines Cruise 

Temporarily ï contact Dave Behrens ï 

davidwbehrens@gmail.com 
 

 
Too Much Fun ï photo by Sheila Mordue 

 
 

  

GGHHYYCC  NNeexxtt   RReegguullaarr   

MM eeeett iinngg  

SSeepptteemmbbeerr   1144,,  22001111  

SSeerr vveedd  bbyy  KK eell llyy  JJaarr ddiinnee  

$$1155  ppeerr   ppeerr ssoonn  
  

 

      66::0000  pp..mm..  SSoocciiaall   HHoouurr //BBaarr   

      77::0000  pp..mm..  DDiinnnneerr   

      88::0000  pp..mm..  GGeenneerr aall   MM eeeett iinngg  

      99::0000  pp..mm..  EEnnccoorr ee  SSoocciiaall   HHrr //BBaarr   
  

OOuurr  MMeennuu  
VV  GGrreeeenn  SSaallaadd  

VV  CCoorrnn  WWhheeeellss  

VV  BBaakkeedd  PPoottaattooeess  ww//  tthhee  wwoorrkkss!!   

VV  BBBBQQ  SStteeaakk  

VV  DDeesssseerr tt//  CCooff ffeeeeéé  

 

 
 

RReesseerrvvaattiioonnss  rreeqquuii rreedd!!   

PPlleeaassee  ccaall ll   225533--885511--11880077  ((pprreessss  11))  bbyy  

SSuunnddaayy,,  JJuunnee  55tthh  
 

mailto:kellyjar@comcast.net
mailto:davidwbehrens@gmail.com
mailto:ecarlson@aquaquip.com
mailto:gordon.robilliard@cardno.com
mailto:deancdennis@msn.com
mailto:terryjames60@comcast.net
mailto:stevfran@earthlink.net
mailto:davidwbehrens@gmail.com
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22001111--22001122  CCrruuiissee  SScchheedduullee  

LL aabboorr   DDaayy  CCrr uuiissee  ïï  SSeepptt   22--55,,  22001111  ïï  BBrr eemmeerr ttoonn  YYCC  
  

DDeeMM ooiinneess  CCrr uuiissee  ïï  SSeepptteemmbbeerr   3300--  OOccttoobbeerr   22,,  22001111  
  

BBeell ll   HHaarr bboorr   CCrr uuiissee  ïï  NNoovv  1111--1133,,  22001111  
 

 DDoocckk  SSttrr eeeett   ïï  JJaannuuaarr yy  1133--1155,,  22001122    

  

BBrr eemmeerr ttoonn  YYaacchhtt   CClluubb  ïï  HHeeaavvyy  WWeeaatthheerr   ïïFFeebbrr uuaarr yy  1177--1199,,  22001122  

 

 BBllaakkee  II ssllaanndd  ïï  MM aarr cchh  99--1111,,  22001122    

  

PPoouullssbboo  ïï  MM aarr cchh  3300  ïï  AApprr ii ll   11,,  22001122  

 

 DDaaff ffooddii ll   ïï  AApprr ii ll   1133--1155,,  22001122    

  

    SSeeaatttt llee  OOppeenniinngg  DDaayy  ïï  MM aayy  44  --  66,,  22001122    

  

MM eemmoorr iiaall   DDaayy  CCrr uuiissee  ïï  BBrr eemmeerr ttoonn  YYCC  ïï  MM aayy  2255  --  2288,,  22001122  
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AAwwaarr ddss  &&   RReeccooggnnii tt iioonnss  
 

Commodore's Award - George & Louise Babbitt 

First Year Member Award - Mark & Anne Tronca 

Boating Family of the Year - Paul & Sue Thorpe 

Tugboat Annie - Pamm Carr 

Power Boat Skipper of the Year - Joel & Meme Messing 

Power Boat Racer of the Year - Jerry & Shirley Downer 

Sailboat Skipper of the Year - Terry & Janet James 

Sailboat Racer of the Year - John & Julie McPhail 

Dole Trophy - Bob & Linda Kimbrough 

Nightingale Award - Manfred Schmiedl & Pam Fleischer 

Special Mention Awards - Mary Sapp & Linda Lawrence 

Chief of Staff ï Louise Babbitt 
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RBAW Report 

By Paul Thorpe 
 

RBAW is currently monitoring several issues. 
  

#1 is known as the Light-Squared project.  Here is the text of a letter sent by RBAW to the 

chairman of the FCC: 
  

Dear Chairman Genachowski: 
  

On behalf of the Recreational Boating Association of Washington (RBAW), representing 

the more than 265,000 registered boaters in the State of Washington, we are greatly 

concerned over the proposal to grant a conditional waiver to LightSquared Subsidiary, LLC 

which permits a dramatic expansion of land-based use of the mobile satellite spectrum.  We 

are opposed to any change which would negatively impact the safety and welfare of boaters 

which this proposal appears to do by interfering with the Global Position System (GPS).  

RBAW does support the recommendation of the National Coordination Office for Space-

based Positioning, Navigation, and Timing contained in its report to the FCC. 
  

The RBAW, on behalf of the Washington recreational boating community, urges the Federal 

Communications Commission to withhold authorization for LightSquared Subsidiary, LLC 

to commence commercial operations until all valid concerns of agencies, organizations, and 

individuals relying on the reliable performance of the Global Positioning System have been 

resolved. 
  
There are other issues RBAW is working on as well: 

  

¶ On the Federal level, we have contacted our Congressional delegation and the Corps 

of Engineers regarding the critical need to dredge the Swinomish Channel.  

 

¶ A letter was also sent to the EPA noting our objections to any plan to eliminate the 

discharge of 'grey water'.  

¶ A reminder if you haven't already done so, to contact Rep. Jim McDermott of Seattle 

who is a member of the U.S. House of Representatives Ways and Means Committee. 

This committee is considering the elimination of the mortgage deduction on 

recreational vessels. Should this move forward, it will negatively impact recreational 

boaters and the entire boating industry. 
 

The third bullet above is an action item for all GHYC members, especially those who are 

paying a mortgage on their yachts. 



S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 1  
 

Gig Harbor Yacht Club Å 8209 Stinson Ave Å Gig Harbor, WA Å 253- 8 5 1 - 1 8 0 7  

 

COXSWAIN 
 

   

   

     

     

TThhee  ddeeddiiccaattiioonn  ooff   tthhee  LLaaggnniiaappppee  ((pprroouu..  LLAANN  yyaapp))  DDaavvee  &&   CChhrr iiss  NNeeeellyyôôss  nneeww  bbooaatt  
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Whatôs Under Your Boat? 
By Dave Behrens, photos by Jan Kocian 

 

 

What denizen of the deep has eight arms 

and lives under your boat?  The Pacific Red 

Octopus.  Its scientific name ï Polypus rubescens, 

means red with many arms.  Often confused as a 

juvenile Pacific Giant Octopus, the big monsters 

that live out in the depths of the Narrows, the Red 

Octopus rarely exceeds 12 inches across when its 

arms are fully spread.  It can be distinguished from 

its huge brethren by three tiny flaps or ñeyelashesò 

below each eye. 
 

In contrast to its bully appearance the Giant 

Octopus is rather gentile.  Not so for little red ï to  

make up for its size with displays of rapid color change and can even deliver a nasty bite when 

provoked..    I can attest to this having been bitten by a tiny 5 inch specimen while on a field trip to Owen 

Beach.  Octopuses have two salivary glands, one containing saliva for digestion and the other a 

neurotoxin to immobilize their prey.  Although humans are obviously not their prey, I can tell you this 

stuff is strong.  My bite took over a year to heal.  Their normal diet is small crabs and shrimp.  

 
 

 

The reproduction biology of Octopus is a bit bizarre.  To begin 

with, octopuses do not mate until they are 3-4 years of age.  The 

females lay the eggs in nest (in Gig Harbor often an empty bottle 

or can) and guard them until they hatch.  During this period, 

sometimes months, she never leaves the nest nor eats.  The then 

dies after tending her one and only one batch of eggs.  Courtship is 

quite a ritual as seen in Janôs photos here.  The long dance with 

intertwined arms leads to the male placing a small sperm packet 

into the femaleôs mantle (body) cavity, using a specialized arm. 
 

I never thought Iôd admit to this, but when diving in the harbor 

and in the sound I always leave empty bottles on the bottom, just 

in case one of these eight armed denizens needs a place to hide 

from a passing predator. 
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GGHHYYCC  SSaaii ll iinngg  PPrr ooggrr aamm  

HHaass  aa  WWoonnddeerr ffuull   HHiissttoorryy  
SSoommee  ooff   tthhee  ooff ffeerr iinnggss  ff rr oomm  tthhiiss  pprr ooggrr aamm  mmyy  ffaaddee  iinnttoo  hhiissttoorr yy..  

  

  
  

TToo  hheellpp  kkeeeepp  tthhiinnggss  ggooiinngg  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  PP//CC  TTeerr rr yy  JJaammeess  oorr   

CCoommmmooddoorr ee  DDeeaann..    TThhaannkkss  

  

  
"" TThhee  MM aannyy  CCoolloorr ss  ooff   tthhee  RRaaiinnbbooww""   

GGHHYYCC  SShhiipp'' ss  SSttoorr ee  

  
  

The theme for the Ship's Store this year will be "" TThhee  MM aannyy  CCoolloorr ss  ooff   

tthhee  RRaaiinnbbooww""  and you will be able to order clothes in many colors with 

our GGHHYYCC  llooggoo!  Like last year, members can place your order at the 

meeting and pick them up at the next meeting.  We will have samples in 

one color, but you can choose another color when you order.  We also 

have swatches and/or pictures for you to use in selecting your clothing.  

The Ship's Store will be open before the meeting on September 14, so 

come visit us! 
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DDII NNNNEERRSS  FFOORR  EEII GGHHTT  WWAANNTTSS  YYOOUUéé  
 

There are still openings for those who would like to participate in this delightful program.  We also need 

couples who would like to be on the substitute list to fill in when someone is not able to attend one of the 

four dinners.   
 

The dinners are scheduled for October 22, 2011, January 21, 2012, February 25, 2012 and April 21, 

2012.   The schedule is arranged so that the mix of couples will be different at each of the four dinners.  This 

smaller venue provides a greater opportunity for people to chat and get to know each other better.  This 

program is especially great for new members or those who have been away for some time.   
 

Couples who sign up will attend four dinners during the course of the year.  Each dinner is held at a 

different members' home.  The host member is responsible for the menu and providing the entree.  One of 

the other four couples will provide the appetizer, another, the salad and bread and the fourth couple will 

provide the dessert.    If you are unable to attend one of the dinners, you are obligated to find a substitute 

starting with the alternate list of from the Yacht Club membership.  
 

The deadline for signing up is September 5, 2011.  If you would like to sign-up or have questions, please 

call or email Jan Bomhoff at 253-858-6528.  Jan's email is berjango@comcast.net. 

 

GGHHYYCC  22001111  AArrtt  ññSSaaii llòò  
Saturday ï October 8

th
 (10am-5pm) and Sunday ï October 9

th
 (11am-4pm) 

GHYC ï 8209 Stinson Ave., Gig Harbor 

Admission - $2.00 

 
 

 

Our "" AARRTT  SSAAII LL""  is going to be very exciting.  We 

have all our Vendor spaces full (25) and we now have a 

waiting list.  We have great vendors coming from all 

over - one from as far as Idaho.  And we have a wide 

selection to please everyone.  We have ccllootthhiinngg,,  

ffuurr nnii ttuurr ee,,  ccaannddlleess,,  ggllaassss,,  mmeettaall   aarr tt ,,  bbaasskkeettss,,  ppoott tteerr yy,,  

ttuurr nneedd  wwoooodd,,  wwoonnddeerr ffuull   aarr tt iissttss  aanndd  lloottss  mmoorr ee..  It 

should be a great show.  Now we need to get the word 

out.  Don Pannen (253-851-7541) and Louise Babbitt 

(253-225-1510) have advertising cards and tickets so 

just give them a call and they will get them to you. 
 

mailto:berjango@comcast.net
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Please, help me out hereééééé.. 
 

As your editor of the now famous Coxswain, (Thanks to Sheila Mordue) I am appealing to all 

members to contribute articles about your boating activities, events or anything else you think other 

members of the club might be interested in.  Past contributions have included recipes, travelogues, 

boaterôs tips, stories, rumors, news from afar, etc. 
 

I would love to expand the breadth of the Coxswain,  

and I can - with your help.  davidwbehrens@gmail.com  
 

Thanksé.   Dave 

 
 

HHEELLPP--  CCLLUUBBHHOOUUSSEE  FFAALLLL  YYAARRDD  CCLLEEAANN--UUPP  
Please come help us get our club looking ñshipshapeò this Fall. 

Many hands make light work. We need your help! 
Bring your gloves and any other gardening tools you have laying around! 

When: Saturday, September 10th 
Time: 12:30pm to 2:30pm 

Contact: Gordon Robilliard, 253-209-4908 or gordon.robilliard@cardno.com 

 

YYoouurr   ddoonnôôtt  wwaanntt   ttoo  mmiissss  tthhiiss  yyeeaarrôôss  SSaallmmoonn  BBBBQQ  

FFrr iiddaayy  ïï  SSeepptteemmbbeerr   2233
tthh

  

  
WWeeaarr   YYoouurr   FFaavvoorr ii ttee  FFiisshh  HHaatt ..  If judged the best, youôll take home a brand new salmon rod.  

$$1155--1177  ((ddeeppeennddeenntt   oonn  mmaarrkkeett   pprr iiccee)),,    RRSSVVPP  ttoo  TTeerr rr yy  &&   JJaanneett  JJaammeess  ïï 

terryjames60@comcast.net,,  oorr   SStteevvee  &&   DDeebbbbiiee  FFrr aannkkll iinn - stevfran@earthlink.net. 
Reservations due by Sept 19.   

  

mailto:davidwbehrens@gmail.com
mailto:gordon.robilliard@cardno.com

