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A COMMENT FROM THE COMMODORE

By CommodoreDean Dennis

Time waitsfor no one. When this issue of the Coxswain comes out, my year as Commodc
will be almost one quarter over. When | was given the privilege of joining the Bridge as R
Commodore, my promise to Dick Sapp was to make his Commodore year so much fen th
would be sad thave it end. My goal for mysel the same. | want this year to be enjoyablegs
for all of us. | am hoping that all of you wilbt be glad when my year is over. We are offto = ==, 9
great start. Our Swantown and Quartermaster Cruiseswaetie the effort to be there. David | - )
Behrens is working his tail offas Fleéta pt ai n and Coxswain Edi *L >

energy and enthusiasm keeps him going (along with wonderful sdpgparPeggy). So David, Thank you for
helping me gethis year launched successfully.

Many of you were able to escape north this year and | have heard that several destinations in Canada took
look of a GHYC Outstation. That is a great testimony to our love of boating and being together.

The next bigask before us is getting the yearbook organized and the advertizing in it sold and printed. | am
all of us to do what we can to promote the ads in our yearbook amitiossebusinesses that support us! | am
working with John Mulligan on this pject and Shayne Waterbly is helping out in any way he can. | want to sz

AThank you guyso, for stepping up and taking on
As | lookahead to this yeal have two very nice people at my back. Steve and Mary are a pairmbtheapable
peopl e | know. We have an AAIlI for one and one
Bridge. We are a team and this yearb6s success Vv

This team concept doest just pertain to the Bridge, but also reflects the attitude of your Board of Trustees. '
have a strong group who likes to be together. My goal is to make our time together worthwhile and producti
are trying out a new 6:30PM start time for &ward meetings. This new time was chosen in the hope that we «
get our business done and still have time to fApc
social bonds we can build will help us build greater social bondsigtigo

The fish either leads or rots from the head. | take that concept seriously. | think that all of you know that | a
committed to helpingis have as much fun as is legal. To that end | ask for your support. | ask for that supp«
because | tryl need it and the fuhhave promised cannot happen without it.

And as al wayseé. Deghi a Cot
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Vice Commodore Message

| really hope you recover from the shock of seein
the picture at the bottom of this column!! | never
knew red cold look soBAD!!!, Great pre4" of

July TGIF, but | doubt

While Dave Behrens was off discovering more
undersea creatures, Combean and Kathy Dennis
successfully took the helm for the Swantown crui
It was nice not to hee to crowd under the tents lik¢
we did last year Dave teamedvith Dean to host

Quartermaster, where a great time was had by a

We spent most every weekend on the boat this
summer, come rain (mostly) or shine. Just befor
they got their new boat, Dawaad Chris Neely
joined us for a few days. It was quite an adventu
from the grounded sailboat (not us) to the
unintended spinnaker deployment. Wa o ! ! !
never seen anyonebs ey
of new boatd Jim and Debbie Lee are proud
owners ofi B u t t eThik Pagific 8eacraft is
amazing. The previous owner literally made the
interior into a functional piece of art.

Congratulations tévlanfred Schmiedl and his
terrific crew for running an absolutely outstanding
Junior Sailing Program this summer! Well done!

| cheated and previewe
add my sincere thanks to everyone who makes tl
club look so greatWork continues on Sept 10, so
come on out and lend a hand.

Hope to see manof you atBremerton for Labor
Day,and

d o n 6 tSalnfiow Freegl entSeptt h €

23", P/C Terry and Janet
James have volunteered to
chair this annual event and

Rear Commodore® Message

Now that summer is almost
over, our summer weather
has arrived! Hw great to
write this as the sun is
shining and | must wear my
sunglasses.

The Swantown Cruise was ¢
great success in June with &

relaxing easy weekend. ThankdXean and
Kathy Dennis for heading up that cruise. We hai
great hors doeoumuyeds
one 0 company.

anot her 0s
summer cruising season.

Shayne and | were fortunate to spend the montt
July in the San Juan and Gulf Islands. We had
great time and met up with many Gig Harbor
members! We heard great thiragsout the
Quartermaster Cruise and the fun that everyone
had. Thanks t®ave Behrendor leading that fun
event. We also missed out on an awesome TGl
August finds us back at hom&ordon Robilliard
led a minicleanup of the grounds on August 3.
Thanks to themany members who came for our
work party. Our deck looks awesome with a nev
coat of paint. Thanks tDean Dennis, Bob
Kimbrough, and Scott Hauter for leading that
charge!

We attended our -lfiimr st
Bremerton in August. Shag and | had a
wonder ful time meet.i
now join the Sharks (Commodores) and the
Porpoises (ViceCommodores.)

n (

| continue to be humbled by the commitment ant
dedication of our club members. There is alway

based on what| someone there tolenchand and offer a kind
shared with r| word. |feelfortunate to be a member of (g
definitely want to be there!! | Harbor Yacht Club. | hope to see many of you
) . over Labor Day in Bremerton!!
Fair Winds!!
VIC Steve My very best toyou, Mary
Gig Harbor Yacht Club A 8209 Stinson Ave A-851i-gi80Har bor , WA
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Upcoming September
Events

Every ThursdayMe n6s Lunch
(First Luncheon will be on Sept 15)
11:30-12:30 Contact Kelly Jardine
kellyjar@comcast.net

Sept 2571 Labor Day Cruise
Blackberry Vines are Coming Up All Over
DaveBehrensi davidwbehrens@gmail.com

Sept 101 Jack & Jill Race
Erik Carlson T ecarlson@aquaquip.com

Sept 10i Annual Yard Cleanup
Gordon Robilliard -
gordon.robilliard@cardno.com

Sept 14- General Meeting
BBQ Steaks

Septl6l TGIFTi Wear your
Or the Colors of your favorite school
Dean Dennid deancdennis@nsn.com

Col

Sept 23i Salmon BBQ

Terry & Janet Jamds
terryjames60@ comcast.netor
Steve& Debbie Franklin-
stevfran@earthlink.net

Sept 306 Oct 2 - DeMoines Cruise
Temporarilyi contact Dave Behreris
davidwbehrens@gmail.com

v

Too Much Funi photo by Sheila Mordue

GHYC Next Regular
M eeting
September 14, 2011
Served by Kely Jardine
$15 per person

6:00 p.m. Social Hour/Bar

7:00 p.m. Dinner

8:00 p.m. General Meeting
9:00 p.m. Encore Social Hr/Bar

Our Menu
V Green Salad
V Corn Wheels
V Baked Potatoes w/ the works!
V BBQ Steak
V Dessert/ Coffeeé

Reservations required!
Please call 253-851-1807 (press 1) by
Sunday, June 5th
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2011-2012 Cruise Shedule

Labor Day Cruisel Sept 2-5, 20111 Bremerton YC
DeMoaines Cruisei September 30- October 2, 2011

Bell Harbor Cruisel Nov 11-13, 2011

Dock Street i January 13-15, 2012

Bremerton Yacht Club 1 Heavy Weather 1 February 17-19, 2012

Seattle Opening Day i May 4 - 6, 2012 =%

Memorial Day Cruisei Bremerton YC 1 May 25 - 28, 2012

Gig Harbor Yacht Club A 8209 Stinson Ave A-8i-gi80Har bor , WA
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Awards & Recognitions

Commodore's Award George & Louise Babbitt

First Year Member Award Mark & Anne Tronca
Boating Family of the YearPaul & Sue Thorpe
Tugboat Annie Pamm Carr

Power Boat Skipper of the Yeadoel & Meme Messing
Power Boat Racer of the Yeaderry & Shirley Downer
Sailboat Skipper of the YeaiTerry & Janet James
Sailboat Racer of the Yeadohn & Julie McPhall

Dole Trophy- Bob & Linda Kimbrough

Nightingale Award Manfred Schmied& Pam Fleischer
Special Mention AwardsMary Sapp& Linda Lawrence
Chief of Staffi Louise Babbitt
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By Paul Thorpe

RBAW is currently monitoring several issues.

#1 is known as the Ligkbquared project. Here is thetef a letter sent biRBAW to the
chairman of the FCC

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

On behalf of the Recreational Boating Association of Washington (RBAW), representi
the more than 265,000 registered boaters in the State of Washington, we are greatly

concerned over the proposal to grant a conditional waiver to LightSquared Subsidiary
which permits a dramatic expansion of lareked use of the mobile satellite spectrum.
are opposed to any change which would negatively impact the safety aateved¢lboaters
which this proposal appears to do by interfering with the Global Position System (GPS
RBAW does support the recommendation of the National Coordination Office for-Spac
based Positioning, Navigation, and Timing contained in its reptinet&CC.

The RBAW, on behalf of the Washington recreational boating community, urges the H
Communications Commission to withhold authorization for LightSquared Subsidiary,
to commence commercial operations until all valid concerns of ageaoyesizations, and
individuals relying on the reliable performance of the Global Positioning System have
resolved.

There are other issues RBAW is working on as well:

1 On the Federal level, we have contacted our Congressional delegation and the
of Engineers regarding the critical need to dredge the Swinomish Channel.

1 A letter was also sent to the EPA noting our objections to any plan to eliminate t
discharge of 'grey water".

1 A reminder if you haven't already done so, to contact Rep. JiDekheott of Seattle
who is a member of the U.S. House of Representatives Ways and Means Comr
This committee is considering the elimination of the mortgage deduction on
recreational vessels. Should this move forward, it will negatively impact recralatis
boaters and the entire boating industry.

The third bullet above is an action item for all GHYC members, especially those who 3
paying a mortgage on their yachts.

Gig Harbor Yacht Club A 8209 Stinson Ave A-851i-gi80Har bor , WA
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arms are fully spread.
its huge
below each eye.

In contrast to its bully appearance the Gia
Octonus is ratheaentile. Not so for little red to

What(“) Under Your B

By Dave Behrens, photos by Jan Kocian

Whatdenizen of the deep has eight arms
and lives under your boatPhe Pacific Red
Octopus lIts scientific namé Polypus rubescens
means red with many arms. Often confused as
juvenile Pacific Giant Octopus, the big monsters
that live out in the depths tiie Narrows, the Red
Octopus rarely exceeds 12 inches across when
It can be distinguished fr«
br et hr e ayeléskesd t

make up for its size witlisplays of rapid color changeand can even dellver a nasty blte when
provoked | can attest to this having been bitten by a tiny 5 inchisgatwhile on a field trip to Owen
Beach. Octopuses have two salivary glands, one containing saliva for digestion and the other a
neurotoxin to immobilize their prey. Although humans are obviously not their prey, | can tell you
stuff is strong. Mybite took over a year to heal’heirnormal diet is small crabs and shrimp.

Gi g Har bor

The reproduction biology of Octopus is a bit bizarre. To begin
with, octopuses do not mate until they aré Bears of age. The
females lay the eggs in nest (in Gig Harbor ofiarempty bottle
or can) and guard them until they hatch. During this period,
sometimes months, she never leaves the nest nor eats. The t
dies after tending her one and only one batch of eggs. Courts
guite a ritual as Thkedorgdancewith] g
intertwined arms leads to the male placing a small sperm pack
into the femalebds mantl e (bc

I never thought 1 6d admit tc
and in the sound | always leave emptytles on the bottom, just

in case one of these eight armed denizens needs a place to hi
from a passing predator.

A 8209 Stinson Ave A-851i-gi80Har bor , WA A



September 2011

o '\ L J— ‘
\ \
)il | ‘ ¢
£
» 1. .

Has a Wonderful History

Some of the offerings from this program my fade into history.

To help keep things going please contact P/C Terry Jamesor
Commodore Dean. Thanks

"The Many Colors of the Rainbow"

GHYC Ship's Store

The theme for the Ship's Store this year will'lfdne Many Colors of

the Rainbow" and you will be able to order clothes in many colors wit
ourGHYC loga! Like last year, members c@mace yourorderat the
meeting and pick them up at the next meeting. We will have sample:
one color butyou can choose another color whemrder We also
have swatches and/or pictures for you to use in selecting your clothir
The Ship's Store will be open before the meeting on September 14, «
come visit ug
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COXSV
DINNERS FOR EIGHT WANTS YOUé

There are stilbpeningsfor those who would like to participateftinis delightful program. We also need
couples who would like to be on teabstitute listto fill in when someone is not able to attend one of th
four dinners.

The dinners are scheduled foctober 22, 2011, January 21, 2012, February 25, 2012 and A#1,

2012 The schedule is arranged so that the mix of couples will be different at each of the four dinne
smaller venue provides a greater opportunity for people to chat and get to know each other better. 1
program is especially great foew members or those who have been away for some time.

Couples who sign up will attend four dinners during the course of the year. Each dinner is held at a
different members' home. The host member is responsible for the menu and providing theOsm aie.

the other four couples will provide the appetizer, another, the salad and bread and the fourth couple
provide the dessert. If you are unable to attend one of the dinners, you are obligated to find a subg
starting with the alternatést of from the Yacht Club membership.

Thedeadlinefor signing up isSeptember 5, 2011 If you would like to sigrup or have questions, please
call or emailan Bomhoff at 253858-6528. Jan's email [serjango@comcast.net

= -8 ' &= 3 > s

GHYC 2011 Art iSailo
Saturday i October 8" (10am5pm) and Sundayi October 9" (11am-4pm)

GHYC i 8209 Stinson Ave., Gig Harbor
Admission - $2.00

our" ART SAIL" is going to be very exciting. We
have all our Vendor spaces full (25) and we now have
waiting list. We have great vendors coming from all
over- one from as far as Idaho. And wevba wide
selection to please everyone. We hawthing,
furniture, candles, glass, metal art, baskets, pottery,
turned wood, wonder ful artistsand lots more. It
should be a great showow we need to get the word
out. Don Pannen (25851-7541) and Laise Babbitt
(253-225-1510) haveadvertising cardsand tickets so
just give them a call and they will get them to you.

Gi
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Your don@ want to mlssthlsyearosSaImon BBQ
Friday i September 23"

Wear Your FavoriteFishHat.l f judged the best, youodll
$15-17 (dependent on market price), RSVPto Terry & Janet James|

terryjames60@comecast.netor Steve & Debbie Franklin - steviran@earthlink.net.
Reservations due by Sept 19.

HELP- CLUBHOUSE FALL YARD CLEAN-UP

Pl ease come help us get ouwr tchlisb Fladdk i
Many hands make light work. We need your help!
Bring your gloves and any other gardening tools you have laying around!
When: Saturday, September 10th
Time: 12:30pm to 2:30pm

Contact: Gordon Robilliard, 253 209-4908 or gordon robllllard@cardno com

Pl ease, help me out here

As your editorof the now famousCoxswain (Thanks to Sheila Mordue) | am appealing to
members to contribute articles about your boating activities, events or anything else you thir
members of the club might be interested in. Past contributions have mcdmm travelogueg
boaterdés tips, stories, rumors, from

| would love to expand the breadth of thexswain
and | can with your help. davidwbehrens@gmail.com

Thanksé.
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